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“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved.” Dear friends, welcome to St. Mary’s Cathedral! This is the 
mother church of our diocese, a spiritual home for all of us. In a special way, I welcome all of 
you who are preparing to enter the Church at Easter time. I welcome your sponsors, your pastors, 
your friends and family members. And I welcome everyone who has come to celebrate with us 
today. 
 
This Rite of Election is a special moment in the life of the Church. It has its roots in the ancient 
Church, when men, women, and children just like yourselves would approach the bishop and 
declare their desire, their intention to receive the life of Christ through his Church. Many of you 
here today have spent the past months entering more deeply into the life of faith, learning the 
saving truths of the Gospel, participating in the liturgy, the prayer of the Church, and growing in 
your relationship with God. It’s been a journey of sorts, an answer to an invitation just like the 
one heard by the apostles, when Jesus said, “Come, follow me.” The Rite of Election is both a 
welcome and a promise of prayer and support. We welcome you into this community of faith. 
You’re part of the family now, the family that Jesus himself formed when he called his very first 
followers.   
 
But we’re also here to assure you that we’re with you on the journey. With the beginning of Lent 
and this Rite of Election, you’re on the final leg before the great celebration of Easter, when you 
will receive the sacraments of initiation. Some of you are preparing for baptism, a moment of 
grace when Jesus makes you a new creation, an adopted son or daughter of God. Through the 
waters of baptism, you will share in the divine life of God, and you will be made one with his 
Church. And all of you, including those who are already baptized, will be sealed with the Holy 
Spirit in the sacrament of Confirmation. And finally, you will come to the altar to receive the 
Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist. In all of these sacraments, you will take part in the 
paschal mystery of Jesus, the saving work of Jesus who died on the cross and rose to new life, 
and who says to his Church, “Do this in memory of me.” 
 
I said that we’re with you on this journey, because every member of the Church is travelling that 
very same road to union with Christ. We aren’t watching you from the bleachers or from the 
finish line. We’re on the road with you, because every single one of us is called to conversion.  
And what is conversion? It’s nothing more than turning away from sin and turning toward Christ, 
turning with Christ, joining ourselves to him, abiding in him. So whether you’ve been a member 
of the Church from the time you were an infant, or you’re just now joining this company of 
believers, you’re travelling with brothers and sisters, fellow sinners who have received the grace 
of Christ, and who are on the road to union with our Lord. We’re a community of believers who, 
in the words of St. Paul, confess that Jesus is Lord and believe in our hearts that God raised him 
from the dead. 
 
It’s not necessarily an easy path. It’s full of temptations and obstacles. But we can take comfort 
in the fact that Jesus was tempted too. As we just heard in the Gospel of Luke, he made a kind of 



retreat in the desert after his baptism, a time of preparation for the mission that he was about to 
begin. And he was tempted by the evil one to take the easy way, to avoid the struggle and the 
suffering, to be less and do less than what the Father asked of him. The devil tempts us in the 
same way. He tries to seduce us away from Christ, away from the Gospel, away from the 
Church. He tries to get us to cut corners and take the easy way, the way of sin. The devil doesn’t 
want us to be on this journey of conversion, and frankly the world doesn’t either. They would 
rather keep us away from Christ so they can have us for themselves.   
 
But this Rite of Election tells us that Jesus has invited you, has called you to himself. He loves 
you and he wants you to be with him, both now and in eternity. And by stepping forward today, 
you are saying that you want the same thing, you want to be forever one with Christ, now in his 
Church, and forever in heaven. This season of Lent is a kind of retreat for us too, like the forty 
days that Jesus spent in the desert. It’s a time to deepen our prayer, to confront our temptations, 
to detach ourselves from sin, and to grow in charity towards others. It’s a time to return to the 
cross so that we can rejoice at the empty tomb. And for you, my new brothers and sisters, it’s a 
time of preparation, the final leg of your journey before you receive the sacraments and are fully 
initiated into the life of Christ and his Church. But the journey will continue, as it does for all of 
us, because conversion isn’t a once and done thing. With God’s grace, we must constantly renew 
our commitment to Jesus, knowing that he is always there to receive us. 
 
So once again, dear brothers and sisters, I offer you the warmest welcome and assurance of my 
prayers, our prayers. We give thanks to God for each one of you, who courageously steps 
forward and says yes to the invitation of Jesus, an invitation to share in the intimacy of his divine 
life. May the Lord be with you always and give you his peace. 


