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“Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.” These words of the 
psalmist are a good description of our gathering this weekend. We lift up our souls to the Lord, 
and he gladdens our souls with his grace. Dear friends, it’s a joy to be with you for this 
Redeemed Women’s Conference, an event called “Trusted Sisters,” and an event that we’ve been 
planning for about three years. How good it is to be together and to celebrate the love of our 
Lord for his trusted sisters. 
 
We’re well into Lent now, and the simplest way to describe Lent is to call it a time of 
conversion. We all know the customary ways to observe Lent: we choose to pray more fervently, 
to fast and make sacrifices, and hopefully we give alms or do some works of charity as well. But 
all of this is for the sake of conversion, a turning back to the Lord, or more accurately, turning 
with the Lord. In other words, all the observances of Lent are given to us so that we might be 
more perfectly one with God. 
 
The Gospel we just heard is brief, but it’s one of the great conversion stories of salvation history.  
Jesus comes upon Levi the tax collector at his customs post, and he simply says, “Follow me.” 
Now Levi was a man of wealth and power. As a tax collector, he was rich, and he had probably 
ingratiated himself with the Romans. But when Jesus came before him, he simply said, “Follow 
me,” and Levi got up and left everything to follow Jesus. Now that’s conversion! I’ve always 
wondered if Levi already knew something about Jesus. Maybe he had heard him preach, or heard 
about his miracles. I wonder if Levi was already starting to feel the need for a change. Perhaps he 
discovered that all of his money couldn’t make him happy. Maybe he began to feel some 
remorse for the way he exploited his countrymen. Maybe he was starting to wonder if a better 
life was possible. 
 
And Jesus came to him, looked at him, and said very directly, “Follow me.” And he did follow 
Jesus. He became Matthew, no longer a tax collector but an apostle, an evangelist. There’s a 
wonderful painting of this scene by Caravaggio. Jesus points to Matthew, and he’s bathed in 
light.  He has this look on his face that says, “Who, me?” But we know what happens. The gaze 
of Jesus pushes aside the darkness that Matthew had been sitting in for so long, and he becomes 
a new creation, a new man. And through Matthew’s conversion, countless others have come to 
know the saving love of God in their lives. Just think how impoverished we would be if Matthew 
had not accepted the invitation of Jesus. Think how impoverished others would be if you had not 
accepted his invitation. 
 
Dear sisters, our Lord looks on us with the same love on his face. He utters the very same words 
to us that he spoke to Matthew: “Follow me.” Jesus is calling us to conversion. Whether you are 
young or old, married or single, a wife, a mother, a sister, or a daughter, Jesus reaches out to us 
and offers himself, his life, his love, his mercy. He wants us to be with him in a radical way, 
because conversion is more than just a change of manners; it’s a change of heart, an inner 
transformation and complete conformity to the will of the Father. Just think of the change that 
happened in Mary Magdalene. She was totally separated from God, possessed by seven devils, 



but she heard our Lord’s voice and became a witness of his resurrection to the apostles. Think of 
Martha, who was busy and irritable about the housework, but later she was able to say openly 
and boldly that Jesus was the “Son of God.” Think of Elizabeth Ann Seton, who was a wife and 
mother, a widow who gave up almost everything to live our faith and receive Christ in the 
Eucharist. Think of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, who left a fairly secure form of religious life to 
begin a new apostolate to the poorest of the poor. And the list could go on. 
 
Every one of us is called to conversion. Ours might not be as dramatic, maybe it’s a conversion 
that no one else would notice, but God notices. And like Levi, or Mary Magdelene, or Martha, 
Jesus is calling us to be his witnesses to others, signs of fidelity and compassion. 
 
My dear sisters and friends, as beloved daughters of God, as trusted sisters in Christ, you have a 
unique capacity to receive this transforming gaze of our Lord, to listen for his voice, and to be 
attentive to his movements of grace. But, you also have a unique capacity for love, for 
compassion, for beauty and joy, for attentiveness to others in need. You possess the innate 
feminine genius that Pope St. John Paul II recognized, a unique capacity to abide in the glory of 
God. May we all experience the grace of conversion, not only in this season of Lent, but all the 
days of our lives. 
 


