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“Today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord.” Brothers and sisters, 
with these words of an angel, we are here to celebrate. On this holy night, like that night long ago, I want 
to wish each of you and all your loved ones a Merry Christmas. And I pray that this solemn celebration 
will bring light and hope into all our lives, the light and hope that come from Jesus Christ. 
 
All around the world tonight, people are gathered to peer into the stable of Bethlehem. They look in and 
see a humble couple and a newborn child. But what they are really seeing is the tender love of God, who 
has come among us as a Savior. As St. John tells us, “The Word became flesh and dwelled among us.” 
Whenever we look upon the nativity scene, we gaze upon the mystery of God’s love made manifest 
among us. Mary and Joseph hover quietly over Jesus, gazing with wonder and awe at the child who lies 
before them, whom they know to be the Son of God. And they invite us to come close, to gaze with them, 
and to take in the mystery of Christmas: heaven comes down to earth, eternity enters time, God is with us. 
 
The birth of Jesus at Christmas raises an important point. God does not force himself upon us, he does not 
barge into our lives and make us accept him. He comes in the most humble way that we could imagine, as 
a newborn child, and in the poorest setting, a stable. He comes not with fanfare and blaring trumpets, but 
with the soft sounds of the animals and the quiet adoration of Mary and Joseph. Jesus comes not as an 
imposition on us, but as a gift given to us from the Father. He is Emmanuel, God with us, and we can take 
him or leave him. With the birth of Jesus in the stable of Bethlehem, God has given us his Son. The 
question is: will we receive him?   
 
Receiving Jesus is not about the festivity and celebrations of this day or this season, as wonderful as those 
things may be. Receiving Jesus means that we give him pride of place, we allow him to be firmly rooted 
in our lives, and we are rooted in him.  We allow him to dwell among us and within us, and to bear fruit 
in our lives. Receiving Jesus means that we are ready to become his disciples. We seek to know him and 
to understand him. We heed his word to us and we follow his way. There’s something a little bit 
dangerous about Christmas: Jesus comes and offers himself to us, and if we accept his offer, our lives 
must be changed forever. 
 
And that’s also the joy of Christmas, knowing that everything touched by the Christ child must change for 
the better. The very fact of God’s entry into our world, in our flesh and sharing our lives, changes 
everything for the better. He gives hope to a world that was once doomed by its own sin. He gives peace 
to those who are frightened and bewildered at the terrors and uncertainties all around us. He gives love to 
those who never knew they were so loved. He gives purpose to those who didn’t know the meaning of 
their lives, who didn’t know they were created to dwell with God in eternity. 
 
Some of the key actors in this beautiful Christmas scene are the shepherds. They were way down on the 
social ladder, never part of polite society, never included in the great events of the world. But it was to 
them that the angels proclaimed the birth of Jesus. Out of nowhere on the cold hillsides, they of all people 
were the first to hear the good news: “Today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is 
Christ and Lord.” I can’t imagine how astonished they must have been to see the brilliant light of heaven 
and hear the angelic voices. And after this amazing announcement, what did they do? They said to one 
another, “Let us go to Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.”   
 
The shepherds act on what they have heard, even if they don’t completely understand it. Their first 
response to this good news is to go and draw near to the one who has come. They seek out Jesus, they run 



to find him, the one who has been offered to them as a Savior, as a gift from God. No one forced them, 
they just knew they had to go. And then their next response was to proclaim what they had experienced, 
to share what was made known to them about the child. And finally, they return from where they came, 
but now they were “glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen.” They hear, they seek 
after, and they bear fruit. They rejoice at the coming of Christ, they receive him, and they allow him to 
make their lives new. 
 
My friends, we Christians have every reason to rejoice tonight. In fact, the whole world has a reason to 
rejoice tonight. Unto us a savior is born, Christ the Lord. But this good news isn’t for us alone. He comes 
to us and invites us to welcome him in so that he may dwell with us, take root in our lives, and bear fruit 
through all our words and deeds. He comes to us almost as a guest in the hope that we will welcome him 
as our Lord and our God. The shepherds reassure us that we have nothing to fear and everything to gain 
by going to the child of Bethlehem. Let us receive him as they did, and go forth glorifying and praising 
God. 


