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There is something very personal about this night.  This Mass of the Lord’s Supper is the 

beginning of the Paschal Triduum, the sacred three days that draw us into the greatest mysteries 

of our faith, the mysteries of our redemption.  In churches all over the world, from the smallest 

chapel to the largest basilica, people are gathering tonight for this same celebration.  But in a 

very personal way, each one of us is there with Jesus.  We have a seat at the table in that upper 

room.  We are with him in those last hours before he begins his passion.   

 

It was Passover night, and among the Jewish people, this was a solemn celebration, a family 

supper in every household.  Jesus knew what awaited him, and he drew his disciples in close so 

that he could prepare them for the mission he would entrust to them.  He gives them certain 

commands that would shape not only their lives, but our lives too, and the life of the Church in 

all times and places. 

 

The first command he gave them was this:  “Take this and eat, this is my body.  Take and drink, 

this is my blood.”  From the time of Moses, the people of Israel celebrated the Passover supper to 

recall God’s act of salvation, his intervention to save them from slavery.  They marked their 

doorposts with the blood of the lamb and ate of its flesh as a sign that they belonged to God, and 

that they were saved from death, passed over.  But in the course of that supper, Jesus transformed 

it, gave it new meaning, and raised it to a higher dignity.  He invites his followers to be united 

with him in the new Passover of his own body and blood.  He will now be the sacrificial lamb, 

and through the Eucharist that he gives his disciples, they, and we, become partakers in his own 



life.  Just as Jesus would give his life the next day on the cross, so now he gives his life to us in 

the Eucharist.  It is one and the same sacrifice. 

 

There are many of us here tonight, and millions more around the world are celebrating this same 

event, but it’s important to note that Jesus doesn’t give this gift of the Eucharist to a crowd, a 

multitude.  He offers himself to each one of us, personally and intimately.  We are invited into a 

personal communion with Jesus, one soul united with another, through this sacrament of the 

Eucharist.  Once, the people of Israel ate of the flesh of a lamb, but now Jesus nourishes us with 

his own flesh.  At that first Passover, the blood of lambs was placed on the doorpost to avert the 

avenging angel.  But now, the blood of the true Lamb, the Lamb of God, is on our lips and upon 

our souls to rescue us from the power of sin and death.  Jesus tells his followers to take and eat, 

take and drink, because from that moment on and until the end of time, he will be with them and 

sustain them through his Eucharistic body and blood, the sacrifice of the cross made present to us 

in every Mass. 

 

But then follows a second command: “Do this in remembrance of me.”  Do this.  From that 

moment, those apostles were formed as priests of the new covenant.  Those who were with him 

in that upper room were sent forth to continue what he had begun.  They were commissioned not 

just to recount a solemn memory, but to re-present the sacrifice that they had received, his 

sacrifice, and to make it present to all those who believed in him.  They would become his 

heralds, his representatives in the world as those who knew him and witnessed the events of our 

salvation.  Jesus bestowed on those apostles his own priestly identity so that they and their 

successors could speak and act on his behalf – in persona Christi – wherever they were.  They 



would preach his Gospel, proclaim the forgiveness of sins, and yes, celebrate the Eucharist in 

every corner of the world.  From that moment on, every priest of Jesus Christ in a very personal 

way would trace his identity back to the upper room and to the Eucharist, the sacrifice of Christ’s 

cross and his resurrection.  The Church celebrates the priesthood today as a gift from our Lord, a 

personal gift not only to the priest himself, but to all of us who participate in the mystery of 

God’s grace through his ministry. 

 

But there’s another aspect of this Passover supper that we can’t overlook.  In John’s gospel, we 

hear that Jesus put on an apron and in a very humble and intimate act knelt down to wash the feet 

of his disciples, one by one.  They had seen Jesus do some pretty surprising things, but this 

action must have caught them completely off guard.  We know this because Peter protested, and 

didn’t want Jesus to wash his feet.  But Jesus insisted; he knew what he was doing, and he 

needed them to understand what this meant.  So he gave them a third commandment: “If I, the 

master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet.  I have given 

you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also do.”  

 

So how does this all fit together?  Why do we hear this Gospel of Christ washing the feet of his 

apostles, especially tonight as we reflect on the Eucharist?  Actually it goes back to what the 

Eucharist is all about.  Through the Eucharist we are made one with Christ in his sacrificial death 

and resurrection.  We receive him so that he might abide with us and we might abide in him.  But 

our abiding in Christ is more than just a nice thought.  Through our communion with Christ, we 

are made one with him also in his love for others.  The Eucharist forms us for love and service, 

which really should be no surprise, because Jesus said of himself, “I have come not to be served 



but to serve.”  He urged his followers to lives of service, and told them that the one among them 

who would be greatest must be the servant to all.  So after Jesus washes their feet, he tells them, 

“As I have done for you, you should also do.”  We truly receive Jesus himself in the Eucharist, 

but then we are sent forth to serve others with the same love he had.  We are formed in his 

likeness and commissioned to extend his compassion and mercy in a personal way to all those 

around us.  We are to be servants to one another, just as Jesus was a servant to us. 

 

On this holy evening, after we’ve celebrated the Eucharist, the priesthood, and our Lord’s 

command to be servants, there’s one final, intimate moment that we will share with him.  After 

the supper was ended, Jesus went to the garden and prayed.  It was there that he experienced his 

agony and was consoled by an angel before his arrest.  The apostles were with him, but they 

were exhausted and slept as Jesus prayed.  We will go with Jesus and accompany him in his 

vigil.  He allows us to come close and to share in his prayer to the Father.  Let us pray with him 

as he turns toward Calvary so that we can be with him at the empty tomb. 


