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“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me.”  Dear brothers and 

sisters, it’s good that we can gather together again for Holy Week, and especially today for this 

annual Chrism Mass.  This is always a joyful occasion, not only because we’re all together, but 

because of what we do here.  In the renewal of priestly promises and the blessing of the holy oils, 

we’re really celebrating the anointing of Christ, an anointing that we all share in by virtue of our 

baptism and ordination.  Jesus was anointed in the Spirit to be the presence of God in this world, 

to bring God’s own life and mercy to his people.  In his human nature, he came among us as one 

of us, and in our humanity he died for us so that we might be forever reconciled to God.  He was 

anointed for this, and in his priesthood he redeems us and brings us into the sheepfold of his 

Kingdom. 

 

And we share in that priesthood first through baptism.  All the baptized exercise a royal 

priesthood that joins them to Christ and his mission of sanctifying the world.  You, the faithful, 

are called to live as witnesses of Jesus, proclaiming the Gospel through the eloquence of your 

lives and joining your prayers and sacrifices to the prayer and sacrifice of Christ.  You are 

anointed for this, and you are called to holiness.  And the oils we bless today allow us to share in 

the anointing, the priesthood, and the very life of Jesus. 

 

But as we will hear in the preface of the Mass, “with a brother’s kindness our Lord also chooses 

men to become sharers in his sacred ministry…”  In this Mass, the Church draws our attention in 

a special way to those whom our Lord has called to his ministerial priesthood, those who are his 



co-workers in the vineyard.  We rejoice today in this priesthood that we all share, and I join with 

you in celebrating the beautiful call, the anointing that we have received.  It’s an occasion to give 

thanks for this gift of Jesus to his Church, a gift that is embodied in each one of you who were 

called and anointed as priests of Jesus Christ.   

 

Dear brother priests, I think we would all agree this has been a challenging year.  And perhaps 

the most difficult part has been the challenge of reaching out and serving the spiritual needs of 

your parishioners.  But the anointing you received at your ordination was a share in the anointing 

of Christ, a participation in his priesthood.  And by that anointing, he empowers you with his 

grace to seek out those who are distant, those on the margins, the lonely, the isolated, the 

confused, the sad, the sick.  Jesus described himself as the Good Shepherd who would seek out 

the lost sheep, and we as his priests are configured to him so that we too can seek out the sheep 

that are lost.  We were anointed for this. 

 

I’m hearing from different parishes that the faithful are starting to return to Mass in greater 

numbers, and of course this varies from place to place.  I pray that this will continue, and very 

soon I believe we will be able to reinstate the obligation – the privilege - of all the faithful to 

attend Sunday Mass.  Some believe that over the course of this past year we’ve lost a certain 

number of the faithful who might not return to the Church.  Some have grown comfortable 

staying apart, or they just drifted away.  But we were anointed for this too.   Jesus Christ, the 

High Priest, the Good Shepherd, sends each one of us forth with a mission to bring his children 

home.  He imparts to us his own priestly character, his own Spirit so that we might do what he 

did, seek out and save what was lost.  In God’s mysterious wisdom, he called each one of us by 



name, he called each one of us for this time, for this moment in the life of the Church.  He 

anoints us with his own anointing and sends us forth just as he sent his apostles.  My brothers, 

we can be sure that our Lord accompanies us on this mission to gather in the flock, to embrace 

those who need to know and experience the grace of God in their lives. 

 

You’re all aware that our Holy Father has called for this to be a Year of St. Joseph, and we 

consecrated our diocese and our parishes to St. Joseph on his solemnity just over a week ago.  I 

believe, my brothers, that Joseph has something to teach us in our priesthood.  Joseph was an 

ordinary man called by God to carry out an extraordinary mission.  He stepped forward in faith, 

willing to do what God asked of him, to go where he was sent, even when the full picture was 

hidden from him, even when there was great hardship ahead.  He is a father figure, and he shows 

us how we too can exercise a spiritual fatherhood.  Joseph was entrusted with the care of Jesus 

and his mother, Mary, and for that reason we revere him as patron of the Universal Church.  He 

is a foster father to all the members of Christ as a protector and guardian.   

 

The priest too is a protector, a guardian of the Church, a father to the members of Christ’s body.  

With a father’s love, the priest prays for them, feeds them, and shields them from harm.  He too 

is an ordinary man entrusted with extraordinary responsibilities.  I think Joseph understands our 

priestly lives, my brothers, because he too cared for those who were placed under his protection.  

I have to think that Joseph looked on Jesus with a sense of wonder and awe, whether it was in the 

stable of Bethlehem or at home in Nazareth.  He held Jesus in his arms, and I’m sure that Jesus 

looked back at him with love.  We too must gaze on Jesus with a sense of wonder and awe, and 

with love.  Like Joseph, we are custodians of the One who is all-holy; we hold him in our hearts 



and in our hands in his Eucharistic presence, but also in each one of his beloved members, the 

members of his Church.  I hope you will turn to Joseph as I have, and I know he will always lead 

you to his Son.  Just as Joseph lived out the sacred calling he received, a kind of anointing from 

God, so may we live out our calling as priests of the One whom Joseph carried and cherished 

with a father’s love.   

 

Dear brothers and sisters, today as we bless the oils that will anoint the faithful of our diocese in 

God’s grace, and as we approach the altar of our Lord to celebrate his sacrifice, may all of us, the 

baptized and the ordained, rejoice in the anointing we receive as sharers in the priesthood of 

Christ. 

 

 


