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“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!” We heard these 

words as we processed into church today, the words of the crowd as Jesus processed into 

Jerusalem.  Today we begin Holy Week, a week of all kinds of paradoxes and contradictions.  

During this holiest week of the year, we will experience triumph and defeat, exaltation and 

sadness.  We’ll hear cries of acclamation, but also cries of condemnation.  And it all centers on 

the person of Jesus, the Son of David but also the Son of God.  During these holy days he took 

on once and for all the evils of sin and death that held sway over this world and all of humanity.  

 

Today, Palm Sunday, is especially a day of contradictions.  First we accompany Jesus as he 

processes into Jerusalem.  He came into the holy city in a public way to openly launch this great 

spiritual conflict.  But he didn’t come with the trappings of a warrior; he came as he always was, 

filled not with rage and revenge, but on the back of a gentle donkey, ready to do battle with the 

weapons of love and sacrifice, the sacrifice of his life.  Notice how the crowds greeted him.  

They laid their cloaks on the road before him.  They waved their palm branches and cried out, 

“Hosanna!”  In their own humble way, they were welcoming him, proclaiming him as their king, 

the one who would fulfill their hopes.  They were joining themselves to his great cause. 

 

But then we heard the reading of the Passion, and we see the contradiction in full relief.  Just a 

few days after that triumphal entry and the cries of Hosanna, the crowds now let loose with a 

very different cry: “Crucify him!”  Those who welcomed him as a king now mock him and revile 

him.  They turn on him and shout for his death.  They want Barabbas instead of Jesus.  Instead of 



palms waving, now we can hear the crack of the whip.  And while Jesus first rode into the city in 

triumph, now he goes to Calvary on foot, carrying the cross on which he was to die.  Even Peter, 

his closest follower gets caught up in the contradiction.  First he said that he would die for Jesus, 

but now he denies that he even knows him. 

 

The contrast and contradictions of Palm Sunday can also be found in our own lives.  On the one 

hand, we’re there with the crowd that acclaims Jesus, and we wave our palms.  We believe in 

him and we love him.  We entrust our lives to him and call ourselves his followers, his disciples, 

and we want to be part of his Kingdom.  But there’s still a conflict that rages within us.  We still 

are attached to sin, to the passing things of this world.  We choose what satisfies us for the 

moment, even when it might be in contradiction with the truth that Jesus has revealed to us, the 

truth about God, and the truth about ourselves.  We remain chained to this world even though we 

know we’re made for something greater, for the joy of union with God in heaven. 

 

This Palm Sunday is the gateway into Holy Week, the gateway that shows us the fullness of 

God’s love for us.  But it’s also a challenge to us.  This Palm Sunday, and all of Holy Week 

challenges us to choose Christ once and for all.  It’s a challenge to put to rest the contradiction of 

our divided loyalties.  When we began Lent almost six weeks ago, we set out on a journey of 

conversion, a spiritual pilgrimage to God.  Remember what Paul said: “Now is the acceptable 

time, now is the day of salvation.”  Through the prayer, and fasting, and almsgiving of Lent, we 

have opened our lives more fully to the grace of Jesus, who is our redeemer.  And now in this 

Holy Week, this acceptable time, he invites us to commit ourselves to him as he offers his life for 

our salvation on the cross.  Jesus offers to heal our divided hearts and to make us one, one with 



him and with his Father.  Will we let him heal us?  Will we cling to the contradictions that hold 

us back, or will we embrace the grace of Jesus, the saving power of his death and resurrection? 

 

Mark offers a detail that we should consider.  He mentions the centurion.  The centurion was the 

leader of the Roman soldiers who led Jesus away to die, who actually nailed him to the cross and 

carried out the death sentence.  No doubt he was a pagan, a non-believer, and probably had seen 

his share of brutality and death during his service as a soldier.  But when Jesus breathes his last, 

that centurion was facing him, looking up at him, and he said, “Truly this man was the Son of 

God!”  This hardened soldier had been pierced to the heart, pierced by the sacrificial death of 

Jesus.  Mark says he was facing Jesus, looking at Jesus, and in that moment he recognized who 

Jesus was.  He had a conversion experience and saw that this was no ordinary criminal, and this 

was no ordinary death.  This man was the Son of God who came into the world, and whose death 

on the cross was not a defeat but a victory. 

 

My friends, we need to stand with that centurion and look on Jesus just as he did so that we can 

be converted just as powerfully as he was.  As we enter into the mystery of this Holy Week, the 

mystery of our salvation in Christ, let us put to rest the contradictions that keep us from Christ, 

the divided loyalties that separate us from the One who pours out his life for us.  As we look to 

Jesus, let us declare with the centurion, “Truly this is the Son of God.” If we really believe this, 

then there’s no room for contradiction and division in our lives.  We must be all his.  


