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“Let the children come to me… for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” Brothers and 
sisters, thank you for joining me today for this special Mass for life. We’re in the midst of the 
annual observance called “Forty Days for Life,” and I’m grateful that you have come to this 
Mass to celebrate the gift of life and pray in a special way for the defense of all human life, 
especially the unborn.  
 
In the first reading, we heard from the Book of Genesis that God created man and woman for 
each other – “the two of them become one flesh.” And, of course, from that union of man and 
woman comes forth the gift of new life, the lives of our children, God’s children. It really is 
beautiful to contemplate this story of creation. After God had made the heavens and the earth, the 
universe and all the creatures in it, he finally chose to make man and woman in his own image 
and likeness. Every single human person that has ever existed is a unique and unrepeatable gift 
of God, a beautiful manifestation of his love. He doesn’t create us because he needs us, or 
because he’s bored and needs company. He creates each one of us out of sheer love, a desire to 
share with us the gift of life, the gift of his life. And for this reason, every human person is 
deserving of our love and our protection, from the unborn child in the womb to the elderly 
person approaching the end of their days here on earth. 
 
Sadly, we’re praying once again this year for God’s intercession to protect those who are most 
vulnerable. We still find ourselves immersed in a culture of death, and our national leaders have 
declared once again that certain lives—the most innocent and vulnerable lives—are unworthy of 
life. Truth is denied again and again, even to the point of denying the facts of science, that 
human life begins at conception. That’s not just a Catholic belief, like faith in the Trinity, or in 
the virgin birth of Jesus. It’s a fact of biology, a fact of creation. And if we deny that simple fact, 
that truth of creation, then we deny the work of the Creator who is the author of life. 
 
Was not Jesus himself a child in the womb of Mary? From the moment that Gabriel announced 
his coming, and from the moment that Mary said yes to God’s invitation, the Son of God came 
and made his dwelling among us. Was he not a living, growing infant with a human nature like 
ours? Was he not even then preparing for the mission that God had given him to be our Savior? 
In the same way, every child, including the child in the womb, is a growing human person with a 
unique and beautiful identity, preparing to live the life that God has prepared for them. 
 
We can’t be oblivious to the challenges that many women face when they are expecting a child. 
Too many are left on their own, fearful and with no one to help them. In desperation they might 
think their only choice is to end the life of that child. And that’s why we must be active in 
reaching out to moms in need. But a child is never just a problem to be gotten rid of. In fact, 
Pope Francis says it’s never right to take a life just to solve a problem. Abortion, he says, is like 
hiring a hitman, and that is not the way of one who follows Christ. Notice the care and 
tenderness that Jesus has for the children in the Gospel. “Let the children come to me, do not 
prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” Jesus understands that each 
child is precious in the eyes of God, and should be precious in our eyes too. Too often in these 



days, our culture sees a child not as a gift but as a burden, as something expendable. The 
unwanted child is part of what Pope Francis calls the “throwaway culture,” and abortion is the 
result. 
 
So, what are we to do? First, we pray. We entrust to God the wounded culture we live in, and 
pray for conversion, first within ourselves. We pray for a renewal of respect and reverence for 
life, especially the lives of the most vulnerable, the little ones that Jesus drew to himself. We 
make sacrifices and do penance for the sins of this culture, and pray for mercy. God is merciful, 
and just as he has healed other wounds of our world, he can heal this one. But we must also do 
what we can do. Showing compassion toward mothers in need is a way to build a culture of life, 
one life at a time. Demanding that our leaders respect the gift of life is another way to bring our 
culture into communion with God’s Kingdom. And bearing witness to others is always a 
necessary part of our Christian lives, being open about what we believe, advocating for the 
protection of all God’s children, speaking up for the truth about God’s gift of life. 
 
In a short time, at the conclusion of this Mass, we will process once again to the abortion facility 
several blocks from here, and we will process in the presence of our Eucharistic Lord. Just as the 
Son of God confronted evil when he walked this earth, so now will he confront the evil that has 
taken root here. We cannot conquer this stain by ourselves, with mere human effort, but God can, 
and so we humbly walk with him so that he might bring conversion and healing where it is 
needed most. I invite all of you to join me for this annual procession, and I ask you to pray with 
me for the restoration of a culture of life in our world. Let every heart be open to the gift of life, 
and may every child be cherished. Always remember the words of our Lord: “Let the children 
come to me; do not prevent them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”  


