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“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you.” We’ve heard and even prayed these words of the 
Archangel Gabriel to Mary many, many times. We know they were spoken at the Annunciation, at that 
moment when she was asked to be the mother of God’s Son. But these words tell us even more about who 
Mary is. She is “full of grace,” the one who never failed in her love and friendship with God. In his divine 
plan for her, God prepared Mary as a worthy mother for his only Son; he made her “full of grace” and she 
was free from sin, even from the moment of her conception. She is truly Immaculate, a pure mother for 
the divine Son of God. 

In the Old Testament, we read about the ark of the covenant, the wooden vessel that would hold 
the tablets of God’s covenant with his people Israel. It was made to precise and perfect measurements and 
covered with gold, all at God’s specific instruction. It was to be a noble and beautiful vessel for the 
commandments that he himself had given to his people Israel. But if God was so intent on the perfect 
form of this ark that would hold tablets of stone, how much more care did he give to the one who would 
bear his only Son. If the ark of the covenant had to be precious and perfect, how much more must the 
body and soul of his mother be pure and immaculate! By God’s singular grace, she was preserved free 
from sin so she could receive and give birth to the Holy One who would be our savior. 

The first reading today from Genesis tells of the sin of our first parents, and that original sin was 
handed down to all of us as their descendants. But God did not want to leave us doomed to sin and death. 
He promised us that sin would be defeated, and that life and holiness would be restored to his people. The 
paradise that had been destroyed by sin would be restored through grace, the grace that he would give us 
through his Son. And Mary would be “full of grace.” Her yes to God’s will would begin to reverse the 
“no” of Adam and Eve. She received a singular gift from God so that we too could enjoy the holiness of 
his grace. 

We might think sometimes that this grace of holiness is unattainable, that we cannot hope to 
reach the heights of holiness that Mary did. But Mary is a sign to us, a sign of what God desires for each 
one of us. His grace preserved her from sin, and by that same grace he wishes to free us from sin too. He 
desires the same holiness for us that Mary enjoys, so that we might be always in his presence, even into 
eternity. Even though Mary got a head start in a life of holiness, we are not excluded from being close to 
God. Through baptism we are filled with God’s grace and life, we are made pure, and we too can grow in 
holiness by learning to say “yes” to God at every moment of our lives. 

Mary, under the title of “Immaculate Conception” is the patroness of our diocese and of this 
cathedral church. She is the patroness of our nation, and she is the mother of all those who share in the 
life of her Son. Let us ask Mary Immaculate to pray for us, for our Church, and for our nation, that we 
might grow in purity and in the grace of God. 


