Sample letter to parents

Dear Parents of St. Alex Parish:

A long-standing principle of education in the Church is that parents are the first and primary educators of their children. This principle is articulated clearly in the documents of Vatican II and in a recent document from the Vatican, Truth and Meaning of Human Sexuality. It is important that each parent recognizes their responsibility to be the first teacher of their children. One of the roles of the Church is to assist parents in fulfilling their role as educators. 

We are all aware that not all persons respect the dignity of other individuals. In our culture there is a growing need to help children understand that they are potential targets of sexual abuse. In order to assist parents in addressing this need, the Diocese of Fargo has implemented a program to help parents teach their children how to protect themselves. 

The diocesan program is rooted in three essential principles. The first is that parents are the first educators of their children and they know best how to provide the right education for their children. The second principle is that parents are the most effective people to ensure their children’s safety.  The third principle is that every person has an inherent dignity that comes from the fact that we are made in the image of God.

In order to implement this program in our parish, I would like to invite you to a Parent Seminar. This seminar will show you the essential elements of the diocesan program. We will also provide you with a Parent Guide that will help you to teach your children in a way that seems best to you.  To assist parents further, we also will offer a safety workshop that will introduce your child to the fundamentals of personal safety in an environment that emphasizes the dignity of the human person created in the image of God. This workshop is meant to supplement what you are doing at home.

The meeting times and places for these workshops and seminars are attached to this letter. 

Respectfully,

Name of Pastor

